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Goodwill organizations throughout the U.S. and California provide valuable job training and employment opportunities to thousands of needy residents in their respective communities each year.  In addition, Goodwill’s various business ventures provide a significant source of employment opportunities, including jobs in retail thrift operations, to community members with barriers to employment.  As such, Goodwill Industries is one of the nation’s largest employers of people with disabilities.


As employers and service providers, Goodwill organizations are sensitive to and keenly aware of the healthcare needs of the individuals with whom they work.  Goodwill acknowledges the complexity of this issue given the broad range of state proposals that aim to expand health coverage.  These proposals range from expansions of Medi-Cal and Healthy Families programs to an all-encompassing single-payer insurance system for universal care coverage.


The Council supports efforts that aim to improve opportunities for all individuals to obtain healthcare coverage, including access to preventative, routine and emergency care.  However, the Council is deeply concerned that some healthcare reform proposals could adversely affect community-based organizations, thereby hindering their capacity to serve as many people as they otherwise would.
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Not only are small businesses and nonprofit agencies the backbone of our communities, they also drive much of the economic boom in the U.S., particularly during the past decade.


Nonprofits that operate under a social enterprise model, utilizing socially responsible businesses to support their mission and work in the community, such as local Goodwill organizations, are a critical and rapidly growing segment of our business infrastructure.  Their significance has become evident in the last several years as state and local budget deficits have mandated that community-based agencies assume expanding responsibility for services to residents in need.  


Still, Goodwill employers continue to face annual healthcare premium increases.  With limited resources and small-group purchasing challenges, they often struggle to provide coverage for their employees.  


On the up side, there is substantial interest by lawmakers to increase healthcare coverage for employees of small businesses.  Although these businesses and nonprofit agencies represent a significant percentage of the employers in the state, their full-time employees make up only 8% of the state’s workforce.  Even if every small business (those with less than 50 employees) in California covered all of their employees, the number of uninsured would only drop by 20% (according to the California Healthcare Foundation, “Is Small Business the Key to Insuring More Californians”, November 2005).


The Council supports incentives that encourage small businesses and non-profit organizations to provide healthcare benefits to employees.


The Council welcomes proposals and discussions that address and promote tax incentives, state subsidies and purchasing pools.





















































NON-PROFIT AGENCIES ARE STRETCHED THIN















































INDIVIDUAL NEEDS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED – MARKETING OF EXISTING COVERAGE IS CRUCIAL











Throughout 2006, the California Legislature will continue to debate the issue of healthcare coverage for uninsured children and families in California.  Indications of this are the variety of bills being introduced this year to address the issue.  Among these bill are: SB 1414 (Migden); SB 1118 (Figueroa); and SB 1448 (Kuehl).  Additionally, an initiative on the June 2006 ballot will propose the utilization of taxes on tobacco for children’s health insurance.  In 2005, SB 840 (Kuehl) was introduced to create a single-payer system of healthcare in the state.


Goodwill strongly supports SB 1622 (Escutia); it would require the Employment Development Department to develop an informational document for dissemination to families about the Healthy Families and the Medi-Cal programs.  Employers would be required to provide this information to their employees.  


The challenge for Goodwill is the duality with which the organization faces the healthcare issue – from the employer perspective as well as the provider of support to underserved populations.  In due course, Goodwill Industries works with many individuals who need assistance with healthcare while transitioning into a new job.  Like many other community based nonprofits, Goodwill organizations operate with limited funding and in many cases do not have the financial means to fully cover individuals on their employee rosters, let alone the individuals they serve.  
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Access to Care for Working Individuals & Families 








“…the Council is deeply concerned that some healthcare reform proposals could adversely affect community-based organizations…”
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While California’s uninsured population is diverse, different segments face a variety of barriers to obtaining coverage.  These barriers including lack of employment, income, citizenship status and affordability of premium costs.  The uninsured tend to be self-employed, unemployed or an employee of a small or large employer who does not provide health insurance.  Given the various factors and influences that shape their views and access to care, addressing the uninsured in California is complicated and confusing.


Each year, tens of thousands of individuals transform their lives and lift themselves from public assistance and poverty with help from Goodwill.  As they do so, many of these individuals face the challenge of being shut out of the workforce due to disabilities, language barriers, homelessness, lack of education, illiteracy and/or other disadvantaging conditions.  Yet Goodwill stands ready to work with these individuals regardless whether they are underinsured or uninsured from a healthcare perspective.  


It is important that healthcare reform measures take into account the differing needs of each family and attempt to provide incentives for each family to provide the best healthcare coverage option.  In addition, educating families regarding their options to provide healthcare to their children and themselves would be beneficial.


Overall, the Council of California Goodwill Industries supports measures like SB 1622 that promote increased education and outreach for Medi-Cal and Healthy Families enrollment.  We also support measures that take into account the fiscal struggles community-based nonprofits face in providing services to the community  and health benefits to their employees.   
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“…Goodwill Industries works with many individuals who need assistance with healthcare…”




















































































































