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Electronic Recycling
ISSUE

Goodwill organizations are faced with the escalating cost to dispose of non-sellable electronic items (e-waste) in landfills.  Over 80 percent of computers donated to Goodwill are unusable.  Goodwill spends a significant amount of money in disposing these computers and other electronics.  These disposal costs take away from the resources that Goodwill organizations have to re-invest in vital human services they provide to their communities.

POLICY

California enacted the Electronic Waste Recycling Act in 2003.  It established a system of fees on e-waste being sold in California and payments to e-waste collectors and recyclers who provide free and convenient recycling opportunities to consumers.  Goodwill was supportive of this Act and is heartened by the fact that the state is starting to invest in the appropriate disposal of electronic waste.  

Electronic recycling continues to be a significant cost issue for Goodwill as its organizations look to enhance their programs to address the rise of these products in their donation streams and to develop refurbishing programs that put viable electronics back on the market for re-sale.    

The Council of California Goodwill Industries seeks to partner with public agencies, manufacturers and the state to establish responsible environmental stewardship policies and effective recycling operations to remove toxic items from the solid waste stream.
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION

The escalation of disposable electronics  

The National Safety Council estimates that more than 27 million televisions and 26 million 
computer monitors will be sold in the United States this year alone, with a projection that some 500 million personal computers will be obsolete by 2007.  Californians are expected to throw away approximately 30 million old computers and television monitors in the next few years.  

Electronic waste is not common waste

Hazardous materials found in electronic waste including computers, televisions and cell phones require special, costly handling when recycling and disposing.  These products should not be treated as common waste.  Most, if not all, of these materials are recyclable and have a reuse value, such as metals or plastics.  But if not handled properly or recycled, these products can be potentially hazardous.

A level playing field for all recyclers

There are many different types of companies involved in electronic waste recycling.  Most companies involved are relatively small and new businesses.  There are a number of emerging, for-profit recycling companies that specialize in providing services that assure the proper handling and disposal of their materials with the objective of optimizing recycling and ultimate reuse.  In addition, there are some manufacturers and not-for-profit organizations such as Goodwill, with electronics recycling operations.  All of these companies should be supported equally taking into account their unique contributions to the recycling efforts in California. 

An effective & efficient infrastructure

Key economic drivers of the electronics recycling industry include the need for a predictable stream of high volume sources and the capital required for automated processes.  The future growth and success of the industry will depend on developing an effective and efficient infrastructure for electronics recycling serving all communities and populations in California.
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