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Letter to Ms. Rosario Marin

California Integrated Waste Management Board

October 17, 2005
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October 17, 2005

Ms. Rosario Marin

Chairperson

California Integrated Waste Management Board

1001 I Street

PO Box 4025

Sacramento, CA  95812-4025

Dear Ms. Marin:

We are writing in response to your inquiry on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at the meeting of the Sustainability and Market Development Committee in Sacramento, regarding Goodwill Industries and the volume of our electronic waste.  We are encouraged to hear that your staff, recyclers and environmental advocates recognize that Goodwill Industries in California are having difficulty complying with source documentation requirements under the Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003 and the CIWMB emergency regulations.  

Also, we are writing to verify the comments made on behalf of non-profits, specifically Goodwill Industries in California, and to advise that we are supportive of the recommendation by the coalition of environmental groups and recyclers to exempt non-profit collectors from the source documentation requirements for the reasons stated by the presenters at the Committee meeting.

 

As you may be aware, Goodwill receives a large percentage of unsolicited e-waste donations at its many donation sites and retail outlets throughout California, primarily from individuals seeking to rid their households of one or two older computers or television sets.  Because these and other donations come to us after-business hours, it is impossible for Goodwill staff to verify the source and origin of the donation.

Goodwill organizations devote significant resources and staff time to reduce the number of donations that are dumped after-business hours.  Among these resources are lighting, signage and community education.  However, they are not able to completely eliminate the illegal dumping that occurs at Goodwill retail outlets and donation sites.  In addition, Goodwill organizations must spend extensive staff resources to document each donation of electronic waste and ensure that the documentation is accurate and valid.

We hope you understand that the thrust of Goodwill organizations is to provide education, training and employment services to thousand of disabled and underserved residents throughout our respective communities each year.  Furthermore, profits generated by our operations, including collection of electronic waste, are invested back into community workforce development programs sponsored by Goodwill Industries.

When Goodwill organizations in California are unable to document the source of electronic goods, namely computers, from “anonymous” donors, they are forced to take operating funds away from their community workforce development programs to pay for the safe cancellation of cathode-ray tubes (CRTs) that cannot be sold.  We doubt that it is intention of the State to penalize one of California’s premier non-profit organizations that has contributed significantly to the success of SB 20/50.  Yet sadly, such is the current situation.

We are working on putting together information on the amount of electronic waste that is collected by Goodwill Industries in California and the amount of this waste that is undocumented.  When the collection of this data is completed, we will share it with you and your staff.

Again, thank you for your interest in addressing the management of “anonymous e-waste.”  This is an extremely important issue for Goodwill Industries and, if solved, will not only alleviate the burden for non-profit collectors, but also ensure that more e-waste makes it into the recycling stream.  We look forward to working with you and your staff on a solution in the near future.  Please contact Otto DeLeon at (916) 996-3580 should you require additional information. 

Sincerely,


John Latchford
Janet McCarthy

Public Policy Committee Co-Chairperson
Public Policy Committee Co-Chairperson

President/CEO
President/CEO

Goodwill Industries of the Greater
Goodwill Industries of Long Beach &


East Bay

South Bay
Oakland, CA
Long Beach, CA
cc:
Carl Washington, Member, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Cheryl Peace, Member, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Rosalie Mulé, Member, California Integrated Waste Management Board

Shirley Wild-Wagner, Project Manager, Electronic Waste Recycling Program

Jeff Hunts, Supervisor, Electronic Waste Recycling Program

Dave Nagy, Chairman, Council of California Goodwill Industries

Mark Murray, Executive Director, Californians Against Waste

Ad-Hoc Electronic Waste Task Force
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