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May 1, 2006

Assemblymember Judy Chu

49th Assembly District
Chair, State Assembly Appropriations Committee
PO Box 942849

Room 2114

Sacramento, CA 95814


916.319.2149 – fax 

RE: AB 3001 (Pavley) E-Waste Recycling Act Expansion (SUPPORT)
Dear Assemblymember Chu:

I am writing on behalf of the Council of California Goodwill Industries to express our support of AB 3001, which will expand the state’s current Electronic Waste Recycling Act to include all personal computers that contain central processing units. 

Our Council is a collective body of 15 autonomous Goodwill organizations operating throughout California and Oregon.  Goodwill organizations provide education, training and employment services to thousands of disadvantaged and disabled residents in our respective communities each year.  Each local Goodwill organization utilizes retail thrift operations and used goods programs to help fund these valuable community services.  

While the California Legislature has led the nation in establishing systems for recycling and proper handling of a number of consumer electronics devices, there remains little opportunity or incentive for the recycling of the vast majority of electronics with toxic substances.


More than 500,000 tons of hazardous electronic devices are land filled in California annually. California’s existing e-waste law is currently applicable only to televisions, computers, and other CRT-containing products, which is about 44 percent of the overall electronics waste stream in California. By extending our current e-waste law to include all central processing units, we can attempt to eliminate upwards of 120,000 tons of hazardous e-waste from landfills every year. 


The California Legislature must again take the lead in adopting policies for establishing a 'free and convenient' recycling system for all toxic electronics. AB 3001 will increase the scope of ‘bulky’ hazardous electronics covered for recycling under the state’s Electronic Waste Recycling Act (SB 20/50-Sher) by including all personal computers that contain central processing units.
By way of this correspondence, the Council of California Goodwill Industries is seeking to sign on as a registered supporter of AB 3001 and we strongly urge you to vote "YES" on this bill as it comes before you.

Please contact Mr. Otto DeLeon at ccgiconsultant@comcast.net or (916) 419-9479 if we can provide you with any additional information.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this crucial issue.


Sincerely,


Janet McCarthy

Public Policy Committee Co-Chairperson

President/CEO

Goodwill Industries of Long Beach & South Bay
Long Beach, CA
cc
Assemblymember Fran Pavley, Author, AB 3001 (916.319.2141 – fax) 

Dave Nagy, Chairman, Council of California Goodwill Industries


Jennifer Hendrick Snyder, Lobbyist, Capitol Advocacy

Otto DeLeon, Management Consultant, Council of California Goodwill Industries


Mark Murray, Executive Director, Californians Against Waste (916-443-3912 – fax)
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