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As one of the nation’s largest provider of job-training services, Goodwill Industries is uniquely positioned to serve in a leadership role in the successful re-entry of ex-offenders into mainstream society.  Local Goodwill agencies have a variety of programs currently serving the ex-offender population including assistance to overcome barriers relating to housing, job training, substance abuse and mental health issues.  The overriding goal of these programs is to prevent prisoner recidivism, an all-too-common trend that results in an ever-increasing burden on our taxpayers and communities.  In 2005, Goodwill agencies collectively served more than 45,000 current and former prisoners throughout the U.S.





According to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, more than half of the inmates released on parole returned to prison.  A 2003 study by the Little Hoover Commission concluded that inmates are not prepared for their release.  It is clear that the state needs to do a better job in successfully transitioning inmates into civilian life.  There is no better way to do this than for the state to work collaboratively with non-profit organizations, such as Goodwill, to assist inmates in preparing them for viable work in the community.  


























The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation has established a Community Partnerships Program.  This program seeks to enhance community investment inside correctional facilities, increase coordination of resources available to prisoners, and develop unique and innovative reentry programs that will improve an inmate’s transition back into the community.  The Council of California Goodwill Industries not only supports this program and but also believes it is highly valuable and should be continued and expanded in 2007. 
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Goodwill supports programs that promote job training, education and rehabilitation for individuals who have a disability or a particular barrier to employment, including incarceration and/or a criminal record.  Goodwill organizations specialize in these types of programs throughout the state and provide support to many ex-offenders who are looking for assistance and training to get back to work.





In particular, the San Francisco-based Goodwill has partnered with the San Francisco District Attorney’s office to create “Back on Track.”  This program diverts first-time drug dealers from prison and gives them extensive counseling and job support.  In exchange, they maintain a paying job and perform community service for one year.  The program boasts a recidivism rate of less than 10 percent!


The Public Policy Institute stated in a commentary released August 2006:


“California prisons are in crisis. Inmates are dying at an unusually high rate, rehabilitation programs are minimal, and a federal receiver has taken control of the prison health care system. Prisons are severely overcrowded – with 173,000 prisoners sleeping in gyms, dayrooms and classrooms – and state prison facilities will likely run out of space by this time next year. California has the highest recidivism rate in the country: 70 percent of prisoners are re-imprisoned within three years.”


In response to these tremendous problems, the Governor and the Legislature continue to debate ways to reduce the inmate population.




















COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS SHOULD BE EXPANDED



































EX-OFFENDER EDUCATION AND REHABILITATION SHOULD BE KEY TO REFORM















































In 2006 the State Budget included $52.8 million in funding for a “Recidivism Reduction Program” for inmates.  This number is set to increase to $93.9 million in 2007-08.  The funding is intended to cover inmate education, community partnerships, parolee services, institution rehabilitative and treatment programs, as well as research and support services.  





The Council of California Goodwill Industries supports this new infusion of funds for recidivism reduction programs for inmates.  The Council recommends that the Legislature ensure that these funds continue to be utilized in cooperation with private organizations such as Goodwill that specialize in programs that work with at-risk individuals and effectively get them back to work. 
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Corrections








The Governor’s 2006-07 Budget included $21.1 million in funding for a comprehensive needs assessment for inmates, expansion of vocational and life skills education programs and new educational models.  In addition, there were significant funds for drug treatment and rehabilitation.  These programs have proven to be successful and should be expanded as a key to corrections reform in California.  





It is vital that any program enhancements in education, vocational training or rehabilitation for inmates/ex-offenders include the opportunity for private agencies with expertise in this area to participate.
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