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As the nation’s largest provider of job-training services, Goodwill Industries is uniquely positioned to lead the successful re-entry of ex-offenders into mainstream society.  Currently, local Goodwill agencies offer a variety of programs that serve the ex-offender population.  These programs address issues relative to housing, job training, substance abuse and health, including mental health.  Furthermore, these programs aim to prevent prisoner recidivism, an all-too-common trend that results in an ever-increasing burden on local communities and taxpayers.  Last year alone, Goodwill agencies throughout the nation served nearly 44,000 individuals in or exiting the U.S. prison system.


According to the Department of Corrections, more than half of all inmates released on parole return to prison.  Furthermore, a 2003 study by the Little Hoover Commission concluded that inmates are ill prepared for release from incarceration.  These are clear indications that the state needs to do a better job of successfully transitioning inmates into the community.  There is no better way to do this than for the state to collaboratively work with community-based organizations such as Goodwill.  Our non-profit agencies have field expertise in serving ex-offenders and helping them become better equipped to compete for viable work opportunities when they are released.


All Goodwill agencies in California serve ex-offenders and have access to program models from other Goodwill agencies throughout the country.  Goodwill Industries of the Inland Northeast (Spokane), in particular, has established an award-winning program for ex-offenders that placed 90% of participants into jobs, 80% of whom were in jobs 90 days later.    























The Governor’s Budget also includes $21.1 million in funding for a comprehensive needs assessment for inmates, expansion of vocational and life skills education programs as well as new educational models.  The Governor submits that these funded efforts will decrease the amount of disruptive behavior within corrections facilities and will increase employability of inmates once they are paroled.  Goodwill organizations support this position and are confident that enhancements of these education and rehabilitation programs will be extremely beneficial for inmates.
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Goodwill Industries provides programs that promote job training, education and rehabilitation for individuals living with a disability or a particular barrier to employment.  Goodwill organizations offer these specialized programs throughout the state and provide support services to many ex-offenders looking to find assistance and training to get back to work.


Goodwill understands that various placement barriers often affect an ex-offender’s ability to attain gainful employment upon release.  Matters relating to criminal background checks and employer liability issues have to be addressed to properly and effectively serve this population.


Our nonprofit agencies are uniquely positioned to serve in a lead capacity to address these barriers.  Goodwill can initiate collaborative efforts by tapping into our broad resource network and our established partnerships with socially responsible, community-based businesses.




















INMATE EDUCATION & REHABILITATION









































GOODWILL AS A RESOURCE















































COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS











Last year the Legislature passed and the Governor signed SB 737 (Romero), which reorganized the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.  The Department now includes a new Division of Education, Vocations and Offender Programs and a new Division of Community Partnerships.  These two divisions are tasked with providing oversight to effectively move forward the Department’s agenda to better prepare inmates for parole and integration into the community.


The Governor has proposed in his January 2006-07 State Budget Proposal $52.8 million in funding for a “Recidivism Reduction Program” for inmates.  According to the Department’s Reorganization Plan released in November 2004, California’s public safety is best served by a system that does more than just incarcerate criminals.  The system must also help inmates prepare for release, improve opportunities for parolees to stay out of prison and enable these individuals to lead more productive and law-abiding lives.   


The Council supports the Governor’s State Budget proposal to increase funding for recidivism reduction programs for inmates.  Goodwill strongly believes that the Legislature needs to ensure that these funds are utilized in cooperation with community-based and nonprofit organizations, such as our agencies.  These organizations must have specialized experience serving, training, placing and working with ex-offenders and at-risk individuals to effectively get them back to work.  
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Inmate Rehabilitation & Recidivism Reduction 








The Council believes it is vital that community-based, nonprofit agencies be allowed to participate in the design and implementation of inmate program enhancements.  Agencies with field expertise and direct service delivery experience can provide assistance with inmate education, vocational training and rehabilitation.


The Council stands ready to take the necessary lead in forging collaborations with the business sector, the criminal justice system and both faith- and community-based organizations.  Goodwill offers its infrastructure and expertise to broker such collaborations drawing upon our established partnerships with faith-based organizations, our ongoing implementation of mentor programs for ex-offenders and our development of employment training and placement programs. 


Goodwill also stands ready to develop “behind the walls” programs whereby program registered inmates can be picked up and served by the Goodwill agency in the community of re-entry to minimize the likelihood of individuals falling behind the cracks upon release.


Goodwill is also committed to reach and serve juvenile offenders and welcomes the opportunity to find solutions and funding to serve this population.








Goodwill is also committed to reach and serve juvenile offenders and welcomes the opportunity to find solutions and funding to serve this population.
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Governor Schwarzenegger’s proposal for Recidivism Reduction includes a community partnership component that the Council believes will be extremely effective for inmates and ex-offenders.  This program intends to enhance community investment inside correctional facilities, increase coordination of resources available to prisoners, and develop unique and innovative reentry programs aimed to improve an inmate’s transition back into the community.  The Council supports the Governor’s request to include $7.7 million for this program in the 2006-07 State Budget and urges him to keep this funding in his May Budget Revision.
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“…Goodwill agencies throughout the nation served nearly 44,000 individuals in or exiting the U.S. prison system.”












































